Hayes Waterfront Survey Results - Long Answer Responses

Question 10: If you ranked "Other Reason" as a #1, #2, or #3 reason please indicate in the
text box your reason for locating on the waterfront.

The zoning on the number of boats appears to have not taken the personal watercraft into
account. The green belt appears to have changed from the time that we first located on the lake,
33 feet is the number | recall. A four foot walkway to a dock is not adequate at night and with the
aging population. It does not allow for handicap access. The materials used next to he lake need to
allow for handicap access. The pruning of vegetation needs to be allowed in a fashion that the lake
is clearly visible and does not create a screen. Are flowers included in the restricted vegetation. Has
the zoning been enforced or are all of the properties in our area grandfathered , with no
greenbelt?

Privacy, quiet
Overall property location.
Lake living is very important and encompasses all aspects of using and viewing the lake

Question 9. On the scale of 1-7, | was not sure which number was "most" important , number 1 or
7. All of the reasons for my purchase of lakefront property would be most important, except for
investment appreciation. That was not a consideration

better surrounding houses with a more uniformly up-kept properties

We purchased the property so as to have an open, complete view of the lake, it's ever changing
environment, storms approaching. We have been told by Township Officials that "we want to not
be able to see your homes when we are in our boats motoring along the 9 Mile Point shoreline".
Your policies appear to be in direct conflict with the Supreme Court ruling that it is illegal to
discriminate for esthetic reasons. In dealing with the Hayes Zoning Board several times and also
knowing of other members or our Association, it is clear that the Township is arbitrary and
capricious in your application of the zoning policies. In line with this last statement, the Township's
keeping of accurate and complete minutes is a great hinderance to property owners as they try to
see if they are being treated fairly or being discriminated against as they attempt to make
improvements to their property and/or home. As you are aware or should be aware, Ml Law
requires that you have almost verbatim minutes of all Zoning Appeal minutes. Instead, it is known
that Township Attorneys prefer the vague minutes as they defend the Township against the
property owners. | appreciate your attempt to access lake property owners desires on this issue and
await the complete and accurate item by item publication of the results of your survey. That would
be: starting with item 2- 300 owners responded; 15 less than 5 yrs; 35 5 to 9 years; 50 10 to 14
years and 200 15 or more years.

1 inherited
To be with family.

The Hayes Board does not align itself or follow township survey in terms of protecting / preserving
the landscape and water. Continued plans for the massive boat launch and road is not in align with
the ordnances and will destroy the lake shore. No private land owner could cut down trees, tear up
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shore line, move tons of earth, etc.... The ordnance only pertain to private land owners and local
government is only serving themselves.

We wanted sunset views from our house over the water and we wanted Lake Charlevoix over
Torch Lake/other because of it's ecosystem (more Up North), interesting topography (size, south
arm, Round and Lake MI access) and

Wildlife
To be near the City of Charlevoix and to have access to lake Michigan.

please disregard my answer for question 7. | did not like any choices as worded. Please use only my
top 3 answers for question 9. the survey would not accept only 3 answers. Other. The Lake
Charlevoix area is one of the best spots on earth

Friends nearby
Access to Lake Michigan
Seclusion

Reasons #1 thru #7 why | purchased my lakefront house is to look at the water. Which is why 80%
shoreline coverage within the 50" shore-land protection strip is regulation on steroids. I'd suggest
something closer to 30-45% would be more workable and in most cases, still cover the stated
intent. In reviewing Section 3.14.1.B (Intent), in no particular order: a.) Visual Barrier - I'm not sure
if this means a visual barrier preventing me from being able to see the lake (which seems pretty
ridiculous), or a visual barrier to prevent people on the lake from being able to see my house. If the
latter, | frankly don't give a shit what the view of the lakeshore looks like from being out on the
water; b.) Preventing Soil Erosion - understandable, but it's not clear how or if the actual contour of
the lot are taken into account to determine if 50" is appropriate or inappropriate. Or if 80%
coverage is appropriate or inappropriate? If the lot is flat near the water, erosion control is less an
issue than if there's a steep slope near the shore. c.) Provide a Filter - See b.) above. Additionally, it
would seem like Section 4.13 Schedule of Regulations, Maximum % of Impervious Surface (for the
entire lot) is as important to providing an effective filter as the 50" closest to the shore, especially
for lots that are relatively flat at the shore.

Proximity to Lake Michigan

Question 12: Please feel free to provide additional input on how the Township
should protect water quality and how property is developed along Lake
Michigan, Lake Charlevoix, and Lake Susan. Survey results are confidential and
will be collected and analyzed through a third-party provider and then
destroyed.

Education is a must. People should not be buying a lake lot without feeling educated/informed
about their restrictions and why. Realtors need to know so that they can ethically make a sale. The
Township board needs to see this as one of their roles. Our Association will work harder at getting
info out there.

See above
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We purchased our property last summer. We felt blessed that we found a property that we could
fix up and spend vacation time with our children as well as plan retirement here in the future. Since
we purchased our home, what we thought would be an exciting time for us has only been stress
and heartache due solely to Hayes Township. We have felt bullied and have never in our lives had
this type of deplorable experience with a city or township. We bought the home having no
knowledge whatsoever about the ordinances named above. We cut down a handful of trees to
open up a little more view for us. The main reason that we purchased our home was due to the
view opportunity and being directly on the lake. No one from the previous owners, to the real
estate company to the township made us aware of these ordinances. If we did know, then we
would have never purchased the property. Shortly after we closed on our property and cut these
trees down, we were notified with a letter of what is completely unreasonable replanting
requirements within the ordinance. Why is it that the only people accountable are us, people who
are Godly and innocent being bullied by the township? Where is the accountability to the seller, to
the real estate company and to the township? The township certainly hasn't missed the
opportunity to raise my taxes immediately nor bully innocent people who had no malicious intent.
Hayes township should be ashamed of themselves and leave us alone. Move on to more important
things and look in the mirror on your processes. The township should directly be accountable to let
prospective homeowners know of your requirements. It's really easy to kick out letters after the fact
and sit back and point the finger at others. Unbelievably disappointed.

| would like to retain the natural beauty of the Area, which may include efforts to remove or reduce
any natural or man made occurence which might threaten it.

Septic systems within 80 feet of the water should be inspected at least every 2 years. Also, farm
animals should be kept away from streams feeding into the lakes.

Our family has owned this property for over 50 years. We are on the Lake Michigan shoreline but
there is a 30 foot cliff (sandstone) down to the Lake.

Hayes Township has imposed several restrictions on waterfront owners that are not even feasible to
comply with or enforce. Please enforce restrictions that are in place on other residence of Hayes
township---like junk cars laying around everywhere.

l, like most of my neighbors ON THE LAKE, feel Hayes Township planning board members have and
will continue to place their ridiculous ordinances, taxes and regulations that limit our rights as land
and home owners. If you look inland in Hayes Township, the zoning is non-existent. Mobile homes
with trash all over, old cars all yards. Yet their focus is constantly on saying "no" on doing
anything!! Lighten up please!!

| have been a member of both Tip of the Mitt and Lake Charlevoix Assn. Currently, | am not, but
will probably become a member of both again this coming year.

Land use regulation is only part of the solution. Greater efforts need to be made to engage with
and educate waterfront property owners on their opportunities and obligations. Although the land
is held as private property, the water is public; the border area between the two does not belong
exclusively to either.

The planning commission needs to get out of other people's business. They are far too activist on
the shore front and not nearly concerned enough with the rest of the township. This commission is
being driven by people who have a fanciful vision of how everyone else should live their lives and
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are all too willing to tell them how to do it in a manner not unlike mullahs and evangelicals. The
lack of reasonableness in dealing with older platted subdivisions and the unwillingness to tackle
individual situations gives rise to a constant uneasiness in the affected areas and results in deep
mistrust of the township government. The regulations reflect a tendency to legislate corrective
actions when enforcement of existing regulations on those who break them would suffice. Not to
mention that special treatment is afforded or appears to be afforded to wealthy property owners.
these are my opinions only.

This above statement shows the true colors of the Hayes Township Officials. The lack of keeping
these surveys but instead destroying them is just another example of the sneaking, lack of
transparency type of local government within our Township. More than likely, by only sending this
to property owners along lake shore within the Township, it will be used by Board Members to pass
more ordinances that restrict lake front owners and your lawyer/s will argue that said owners
were/are all aware of 3.14 and all other ordinances so that you can assess fines, continue to do
illegal things like contract zoning where you made our neighbor take out an existing deck that was
in place because the Township did not do it's due diligence with the original owner who built the
deck; as well as making unsubstantiated claims to some owners that they replant trees they cleared
to have a better lake view while doing nothing to others who have cleared trees. The Shore Land
Protection Act was designed to stabilize and decrease shoreline erosion on steep shoreline slopes. A
separate district could legally be set up for those of us who have flat lots, or those of us who have
nonconforming lots due to increase in township or state regulation. It appears the township has
demonstrated the zoning, planning and township board has turned a deaf ear to their voters. As a
final note | strongly object to my tax dollars being spent illegally for payment to the clerk for
attending and providing minutes for the planning, zoning or any other piece meal functions.

Legally the salaries for all elected officials are supposed to be set by the Board in May before the
township election and includes all duties required of the Clerk. The Clerk is not supposed to be
paid for individual meetings.

It is very difficult to employ a one size fits all strategy for all waterfront properties. Most is not all of
the rules developed appear to focus on smaller lots. Larger parcels often have very different needs
and requirements to ensure full enjoyment. These needs should be considered when they do not
pose a risk to the water quality and safety of the environment. We should let the perfect be the
enemy of the pretty dawg gone good!!

Hayes Township does not do an effective job of monitoring the shoreline protection strip. There are
many violations within Michigan Shores Subdivision. In fact, many residents think that Hayes
Township doesn't care since there has never been any enforcement regarding the protection of the
natural trees, shrubs, and native grasses. There are some properties where the majority of trees
have been removed. | only know of one enforcement when a storage building was being erected
near the shoreline. | would strongly encourage Hayes Township to write citations where violations
exist. Violations go back years, as well as those that have occurred within the past few years.

We were extremely disappointed to see permits granted for permanent, oversized docks on Oyster
Bay. We urge Hayes Township to take every possible measure to ensure that Oyster Bay does not
become some sort of private marina, over-docked and over-crowded. We must protect the land
and waters, AND ensure that the McMansion dwellers are not permitted to spill their fertilized
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